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Expansion on
agenda as rail
campaigners
plan for 2026

ANOTHER year has gone by and I
am reflecting on what achievements
and challenges we all had on the
Devon rail network.

We began 2025 with reflections on
the Friends Of Barnstaple Railway
Stat i o n’s (FOBRS) first year which
had seen them win three high-level
regional awards: the South West in
Bloom Outstanding award for the
station, the Stations in Bloom Gold
award and the Judges’Special Award
with a trophy for their recycling ef-
fo r t s .

In February, the Northern Devon
Railway Development Alliance
(NDRDA) welcomed Lapford
Parish Council as its latest new
member. Instigated in December
2023 the Alliance of over two dozen
partner and stakeholder organisa-
tions lobbies decision-makers and
fund-holders to modernise the
North Devon (Tarka) line and its ser-
vices, and extend them to Bide-
fo rd .

In March, the NDRDA held its sec-
ond annual convention for partner
and stakeholder representatives in
Barnstaple. Railfuture’s national
board director for infrastructure
and networks, Roger Blake, who is
acting convener of the NDRDA, said:
“The line is so popular that it’s usu-
ally standing room only, including
on weekends. We must find ways to
increase capacity so that everyone
can get a seat.”

The very next week GWR an-
nounced the planned introduction
of 68 additional carriages to their
fleet, in 26 two and three-car Coradia
Class 175 trains which can couple to
add capacity.

In April, I was delighted to an-
nounce the success of FOBRS
g roup’s bid to GWR’s Customer and
Communities Improvement Fund
(CCIF) for environmental improve-
ments at Barnstaple station.

They will include interpretation
boards celebrating the station's his-
tory, new planters to brighten the
platforms, and a specially designed
bug house to support local biodiver-
s i ty.

In May, Barnstaple Town Council
agreed to make a substantial dona-
tion towards the costs of an econom-
ic assessment of extending Ex-
eter-Barnstaple train services to
B i d e fo rd .

In June, I was honoured to be nom-
inated, seconded and duly elected as
chair of the Devon & Cornwall re-
gional branch of Railfuture, the
long-established independent na-
tional pro-rail lobby group which
had co-founded the NDRDA and is

an umbrella to national rail cam-
pa i g n s .

In July, the new Devon & Torbay
Combined County Authority adopt-
ed the new Local Transport Plan for
2025 - 4 0.

Roger Blake commented: “Th i s
completes the twin building blocks
of regional transport planning for
years to come, following the adop-
tion in March by Peninsula Trans-
port of their Strategic Implementa-
tion Plan 2025–5 0.

“Both plans include favourable ref-
erences in particular to the pressing
need for the modernisation and ex-
tension – to Bideford – of North De-
von Line passenger train services.”

This was a historic moment as it
meant the NDRDA could carry on
studying the Bideford rail extension
with formal transport authority
ba c k i n g .

In August, a triple anniversary cel-
ebration, on the first day of a month
with a community event at the for-
mer South Molton Road, now King’s
Nympton station. In the national
Railway 200 anniversary year the
NDRDA co-ordinated the event to
mark the 171st anniversary of the
opening of the station and line
through to Barnstaple on August 1,
1854, and the station’s re-naming on
another first, this time March 1,
1951 .

In September, the NDRDA held a
workshop in the Burton at Bideford
for study funders' representatives to
consider presentations on the re-
sults of the economic assessment
and initial engineering feasibility re-
view for extending Exeter-Barnsta-
ple services to Bideford. The study

was funded through the county, dis-
trict, and town councils, plus Rail-
f ut u re .

In October, Railfuture Devon &
Cornwall regional branch respond-
ed to North Devon UNESCO Bio-
s p h e re’s consultation on its new
10-year strategy, as the Biosphere
area extends as far south as Copple-
stone on the existing railway line to
Exeter as well as west over a poten-
tial new line to Bideford.

In November, a petition highlight-
ing the plight of North Devon (Tar-
ka) line users was started by North
Devon MP Ian Roome, and circulat-
ed by Railfuture Devon & Cornwall.
If you have yet to sign this petition,
please do so as it is the only way we
will have our voices finally heard in
We s t m i n s te r.

In December, official figures con-
firmed record-breaking annual
growth of usage of almost all North
Devon (Tarka) Line stations;
evening peak conditions at Exeter
Central described as like a ‘mosh pit’.
FOBRS ends the year on a high with
the unveiling of the GWR CCIF-sup-
ported bug house at Barnstaple sta-
tion.

The new year will start with anoth-
er town council, Holsworthy, con-
sidering joining the NDRDA. Tor-
ridge District Council will be scru-
tinising the economic assessment
and initial engineering feasibility re-
view for extending Exeter-Barnsta-
ple services to Bideford, which they
had supported from their UK Shared
Prosperity Fund allocation for fea-
sibility studies. Mid Devon District
Council will also be considering
joining the NDRDA, while Sheep-
wash Parish Council will receive a
progress report on restoring train
services to Bideford, and Crediton
Town Council will receive a presen-
tation from Railfuture Devon &
Co r nwa l l .

Coming up in March, the Northern
Devon Railway Development Al-
liance will hold its third annual con-
vention, in Mid-Devon, for repre-
sentatives of its steadily-expanding
membership of partner and stake-
holder organisations.

And finally, in 2026 we will see
some of the class 175 GWR trains in
service on the North Devon and
Dartmoor lines.

Happy new year!

Call to buy
discounted
rail tickets
MILLIONS of discounted train
tickets are up for grabs this
we e k .

The week-long Great British
Rail Sale, running from January 6
to 12, will give passengers the
chance to save well over 50 per
cent on many advance and
off-peak tickets.

The reduced fares can be used
to travel on thousands of popular
routes between January 13 and
March 25. Nearly all train opera-
tors are taking part, with routes
spanning the length and breadth
of Britain.

The sale comes as the govern-
ment tries to ease the cost of liv-
ing for people by freezing rail
fares for the first time in 30
ye a rs .

The government is also bring-
ing in major reform to Britain’s
rail services by establishing
Great British Railways – the new,
nationalised organisation to run
the railway. GBR will bring to-
gether 17 different organisations
under a single directing mind,
cutting through bureaucracy to
deliver a rail network that passen-
gers can rely on and be proud
o f.

Transport Secretary Heidi
Alexander said: “The Rail Sale is
back – and it means further dis-
counts for passengers as we
freeze rail fares for the first time
in three decades to help ease the
cost of living.

“We all want to see cheaper rail
travel, so whether you’re plan-
ning a half term getaway, or vis-
iting friends or family, this sale of-
fers huge reductions.

“It ’s all part of our plans to build
a railway owned by the public,
that works for the public.”

This is the fourth year of the Rail
Sale, with last year’s sale saving
passengers around £8 per jour-
ney. Last year, over a million tick-
ets were sold, bringing in over £9
million in ticket sale revenue for
the industry.

Jacqueline Starr, executive
chair and chief executive of the
Rail Delivery Group, said: “Th e
Rail Sale gives people even more
reasons to choose rail, whether
it’s reconnecting with loved ones
or exploring new places. Rail
continues to play a vital role in the
lives of millions, supporting local
economies and offering a more
sustainable way to travel.

“This year’s Rail Sale will offer
millions of discounted advance
fares across the network, giving
customers the chance to save on
journeys big and small. By mak-
ing rail travel more accessible, we
hope even more people will enjoy
the convenience and comfort of
travelling by rail.”

Patricia Yates, chief executive
of VisitBritain, said: “The new
year provides the perfect oppor-
tunity to hop onto a train and ex-
plore Britain’s great tourism trea-
sures sustainably, boosting the
economy by supporting our fan-
tastic visitor experiences and at-
t ra c t i o n s .”

Local transport champion Tim Steer looks
back and ahead to plot future for passengers

Tim Steer, Railfuture Devon and Cornwall chair, looks ahead for rail passengers

Tim Steer, Railfuture Devon and Cornwall chair, pictured at Barnstaple station


